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Project Description: 

Fraud and financial crime constitute a significant threat to the UK economy and security. The 
cost of fraud and financial crime goes beyond financial losses. Fraud could result in 
reputational damage to businesses and government institutions, loss of confidence in 
corporate governance and security systems, and have a detrimental impact on the psychology 
of fraud victims. In some cases, fraud could also be used in other serious crimes such as money 
laundering and terrorism, which significantly threaten any country's security and economy.  
 
Given the scale, impact, and evolving nature of fraud and financial crime, there is a continuous 
need for rigorous academic research that explores the psychology of fraud criminals and 
effective methods for countering fraud. Although forensic accounting is acknowledged as one 
of the methods for tackling fraud, it is still an under-researched area.  
We welcome PhD applications from candidates wishing to explore the use of forensic 
accounting in countering any fraud and financial crime. This includes but is not limited to fiscal 
corruption, tax fraud, fraudulent financial reporting, asset misappropriation, and money 
laundering. We are particularly interested in potential PhD candidates who employ qualitative 
research methods to provide in-depth and rich insights into this research issue. Qualitative 
methods include the use of semi-structured interviews, surveys, focus groups, and critical 
content analysis.  
 
The successful candidate will be part of a vibrant research community of academics and PhD 
students within the Accounting and Finance Department (DAF) and the Centre for Public 
Understanding of Finance, Institutions and Networks (PUFIN). There is also a possibility of 
collaboration with the Centre for Policing Research and Learning (CPRL). Fraud is a 
multidisciplinary topic and can relate to several disciplines, including business and law, 
policing and criminology, social sciences, and psychology. Forensic accounting is one of the 
techniques that can be used in auditing and governance, policing, and private or public 
organisations to counter fraud and financial crimes. Both research centres encourage 
multidisciplinary research areas that reinforce integrity and accountability and encourage 
external engagement and knowledge exchange.  
 
The potential contribution of this research project extends beyond academia. From the 
academic perspective, this research is expected to contribute to the accounting, audit, and 
governance literature by opening up research debates and expanding knowledge in an under-
researched area, Forensic Accounting. From a practice perspective, the findings of this 
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research could be helpful to private and public organisations countering financial fraud (e.g., 
Banks, Businesses, Counter Fraud Profession in the Cabinet Office, NHS, local government, 
and councils), auditors in fraud risk assessment in the audit of financial statements, and law 
enforcement in fraud investigations, given the relevance of the research topic to their work.  

 
About the Supervisors: 
 
Dr Rasha Kassem is an internationally oriented academic with more than sixteen years of 
experience in Higher Education. Rasha is currently a Senior Lecturer in Accounting and 
Financial Management at the Open University Business School. She is also a Certified Fraud 
Examiner, a consultant at Cifas, a member of the Cross-Sector Counter Fraud Profession at 
the Cabinet Office, and the ACFE Fraud Advisory Council. Her expertise and research interests 
are in Forensic Accounting; Fraud and Financial Crime; Corporate Governance; Policing 
Governance, Business Ethics; and Audit. Rasha's research tackles real business issues such as 
accountability and the role of various stakeholders in countering fraud, including auditors, 
law enforcement, anti-fraud professionals, and regulators. She has authored several 
publications in Fraud, Corruption, Financial Crime, Corporate Governance, and Audit. Over 
the past three years, she has been working closely with the City of London Police, regulators, 
and Cifas to develop online fraud courses and engage in anti-fraud research that enhances 
fraud investigators' skills and anti-fraud professionals, and law enforcement in countering 
fraud.  
 
Dr Charles Mbalyohere’s current research investigates the dynamic capabilities of 
organisations in the private and public sectors with a view to extending the understanding of 
how these capabilities are a strategic asset in responding to environmental turbulences. A 
particular focus has been on the renewable energy and the HE sectors. This has become 
especially important in light of the global health crisis. Start-ups in the off-grid power sector 
in developing markets are of particular interest to me in my quest to understand how such 
firms respond to evolving stakeholder and institutional demands. I have also expanded into 
issues around the global transition to electric vehicles and the strategic implications for 
responses to the climate change crisis. I am further doing work on responses by Higher 
Education institutions to the need to rapidly convert to online and distance learning models 
as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. Another area of interest is the changing nature of 
business-government relationships (increasingly referred to as corporate political activity or 
CPA) in emerging markets and how this in turn is affecting trends in institutional emergence. 
In other words, I am interested in understanding the co-evolutionary relationship between 
CPA and institutions in these markets that are increasingly important to the global economy. 
This last aspect includes the understanding of strategies to fight corruption and bribery. As a 
result of my research work, I have published in leading journals like Journal of World Business, 
Journal of International Management and International Business Review.  
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